Nepal is rich in bird diversity and recorded 871 bird species. Our study aimed to update bird diversity of Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve (DHR) of Nepal which is an Important Birds Area (IBA) out of 27 IBAs of Nepal. One hundred forty nine species of birds were recorded in DHR; out of them Catreus wallichii was globally threatened bird which has faced different anthropogenic problem. Twelve species of birds were included in CITIES Appendices and 3 species were nationally threatened. Most of the species of order Passeriformis were recorded. Only one species of order Upupiformes i.e. Upupa epops was recorded during the study.
Introduction
Birds (class Aves) are feathered, winged, bipedal, endothermic, egg-laying, vertebrate animals (Wikipedia, 2013) . Although Nepal covers just 0.1% of the global land mass, nearly 9% of the world's bird species are found here (BCN, 2012) . With the latest record of ashy minivet (Pericrocotus divaricatus) and long-billed vulture (Gypus indicus) Nepal's bird diversity has reached 871 species (BCN, 2012; BCN and DNPWC, 2012) . A total of 29 species recorded in Nepal were identified as globally threatened by BirdLife International in 1999 (Grimmett et al., 2000) . Zoo-geographically, Nepal falls between two great regions: the Palaeartic in the north and Oriental to the south so Nepal has one of the world's richest avian fauna (Shrestha, 1981) .
A total of 27 Important Birds Areas (IBAs) had been identified in Nepal. Thirteen IBAs are within protected areas (Thakuri & Thapa, 2012) . Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve (DHR) is one of the IBAs (BCN and DNPWC, 2011) . DHR was a habitat of 137 species of bird out of them cheer pheasant (Catreus wallichii) is listed in endangered category of IUCN red data list (Thapa, 2007) . Here we updated the checklist of bird species of DHR. DHR was good habitat of birds (Thapa, 2007) but checklist update was lacking. Our aim was to update the checklist of bird species in DHR and to identify their order, family, conservation status and threats.
Material and Methods

Study Area
The Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve (DHR) is the only one hunting reserve in Nepal located in Dhaulagiri Himal range of the eastern part of the country (Aryal & Kreigenhofer, 2009; Panthi et al., 2012) . The reserve was established in 1983 and gazetted in 1987. The reserve covers 1325 km 2 and ranges from 2000 to 7246 m (altitude). It falls within the Rukum, Baglung and Myadgi districts of Nepal (Figure 1) . The reserve supports 14 ecosystems types represented in the mid hill to higher Himalayan ecosystem (Shrestha et al., 2002; Lillesø et al., 2005; Bhuju et al., 2007) .
The reserve provide prime habitat for fauna such as barking deer (Munticus muntjak), Himalayan thar (Hemitragus jemlachicus), rhesus macaque (Macaca radiata) wolf (Canis lupus), red panda (Ailurus fulgens fulgens), wild boar (Sus scorfa), blue sheep (Pseudois nayaur), Himalayan black bear (Ursus thibetans), common leopard (Panthera pardus), goral (Naemorhedus goral), serow (Capricornis thar) and variety of avifauna including cheer pheasant (Catrus wallichii) and danphe (Lopophorus impegians) (Aryal & Kreigenhofer, 2009; Aryal et al., 2010a; Aryal et al., 2010b; Panthi et al., 2012) .
Methods: Checklist of Birds in DHR
Intensive survey was conducted throughout the reserve to update the checklist of birds in study area. We used The books "Birds of Nepal" prepared by Richard Grimmett, Carol Inskipp and Tim Inskipp (2000) and "Birds of Nepal: An Official Checklist" (2012) prepared by Bird Conservation of Nepal (BCN) and Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC) to identify the birds during the study. We visited all seven hunting blocks of DHR viz. Barse, Dogadi, Fagune, Ghustung, Seng, Sundaha and Surtibang blocks and observed the birds in two season viz. winter and summer throughout the year 2012. We observed the birds carefully by the help of binoculars took photographs with digital camera and compared that photo with the photos of book to identify the birds. We also interviewed local people and DHR staffs to indentify birds and their threats during the study.
Results and Discussion
We recorded one hundred forty nine species of birds in DHR We recorded 9 species which are included in CITIES appendix II and one species which is included in CITIES appendix III. Most of the species of order Passeriformis were recorded. Only one species of order Upupiformes i.e. Upupa epops was recorded during the study.
This study showed that snares were main threats of birds. Local people used snares to capture large sized birds such as Arborophila torqueola, Catreus wallichii, Ithaginis cruentus Lophophorus impejanus, Lophura leucomelanos, Pucrasia macrolopha and Tragopan satyra for fulfillment of meat.
We recorded snares in two places viz. Karichaur in Fagune block and Rukhacahur in Barse block. Small children killed small sized forest birds due to lack of awareness. The present study provided basic information on birds of DHR. However further species wise information is needed. Distribution and detail threats identification of globally threatened and nationally protected species are further recommended study in DHR.
